
 

 
 

A note from the BLES principal, Colleen Bodin 
 
     It seems this school year is passing by at a record setting pace. Before we know it, 
we will be saying goodbye to students for their summer break and wishing our 4th 
graders good luck at the middle school.  Spring is always an exciting time.  We all feel a 
sense of renewed energy and hope on those bright spring days when the sun is shining, 
the grass is turning green and the spring flowers begin to poke their beautiful petals 
through the ground.  Spring break begins on April 13th.  I hope everyone has a relaxing 
break and I look forward to students returning on April 18th with rejuvenated minds. 

 
 
 
Kindergarten Screening 
 
We will be holding kindergarten screening on April 20, 21 and 24 at Benjamin Logan Elementary.  Children 
must be 5 years old by August 1, 2017 in order to attend kindergarten at BLES. If you have a child that is 
eligible to attend kindergarten next year, please call BLES at 937-592-4838 to schedule a screening 
appointment.  When you call, we will need the child’s full name, date of birth, address, social security number, 
birth city and mother’s maiden name. 
 
Will your child be ready for Kindergarten? 

●  Recognizes and can state simple rhymes; 
●  Names some upper and lower case letters; 
●  Retells main parts after a story has been read to them; 
●  Counts to 10 by touching an item; 
●  Identify numbers 0-5; 
●  Creates a simple pattern with objects (blue block, red block, blue block, red block, etc.); 
●  Writes their first name starting with an uppercase letter with remaining letters in lowercase; 
●  Holds pencils and scissors with proper grip; 
●  Ties their own shoes; and 
●  Is able to zip, button and/or snap their coat. 

 



 
Testing 
     This spring, our 3rd and 4th grade students will be taking their AIR tests.  Parents and Guardians, I would 
encourage you to talk with your students and encourage them to take their time on their tests.  They have a 
full 90 minutes to complete each portion of the test and most students rarely run out of time.  Please be sure 
that your child receives a full night of sleep and a good breakfast. The tests are taken on the computer.  Any 
opportunity that you can provide for your child to practice their keyboarding skills would be beneficial. Finally, 
students are often asked to write a 1-3 paragraph essay.  Please encourage your child to organize their 
thoughts and write as much as they can.  We find that students often only write a few sentences and we want 
them to show what they know. The spring testing dates are as follows: 
 
April 4- 4th grade ELA AIR test 
April 5- 4th grade ELA AIR test 
April 6- 3rd grade ELA AIR test 
April 7- 3rd grade ELA AIR test 
April 25- 3rd grade Math AIR test 
April 26- 3rd grade Math AIR test 
April 27- 4th grade Math AIR test 
April 28- 4th grade Math AIR test 
May 2- 4th grade Social Studies AIR test 
May 3-  4th grade Social Studies AIR test 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We look forward to this year’s author-illustrator Scott Magoon’s visit on May 18th.  Please be on the lookout 
for a book order form so your child can purchase a book signed by Mr. Magoon.  Our staff will be reading his 
books with your children.  It is a neat experience.  Please check him out at:    http://scottmagoon.com/  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 

Benjamin Logan Elementary School has hosted a science 
fair since the building opened in 1995. During that time, 
thousands of students have taken the opportunity to do 
something extra; to work with their teachers and families 
to explore an area of science in which they have an 
interest, to carry out an investigation, and to share their 
work with the community. Many of these students have 
continued to feed their inquisitiveness in science as they 
moved through middle school, high school and beyond. 
We have always felt that by affording students the 
opportunity to shine in the science fair we were helping to 
ignite a spark that might lead to great things.  

  
The expectations 
for student 
projects are made to be appropriate for the student’s age, but at all 
levels the projects are investigations; rather than explanations or 
demonstrations. A first grader might discover what salt 
concentration is needed to float a fresh egg while a fourth grader 
might culture bacteria found in various locations around the school. 
  
The judging process is eagerly anticipated by the participants. This is 
where they have the chance to show what they have learned. 
Community members and high school students, experienced in the 
science fair process, generously volunteer the time required to see 
that every child receives attention and recognition for what they 
have 
accomplished. 

Regardless of all other factors, it ultimately is about 
what has been learned. 
  
On Thursday, February 19, Benjamin Logan hosted its 
twenty second science fair.  Over one hundred fifty 
young scientists from first through fourth grade 
presented their journey through scientific methods and 
processes, while volunteer community members and 
high school students listened and added input. To end 
an exciting day of science, the community was invited 
to the school that evening for the Science Fair Open 
House. Thirty three elementary school scientists were 
invited to display their projects and be recognized at 
the Local Science Day at the high school on February 22. 
We appreciate the support of Mr. Reames, Mr. Kettler, 
and Mrs. Lee. 

 



  
This year the science fair was held in the gymnasium. Students, staff, volunteers, and visitors agreed that 
having all of the projects in one location made judging more efficient and viewing more effective. We wish to 
thank all of those who volunteered as judges. We would also like to thank the PTC volunteers who helped to 
streamline the judging process. We are already in the planning stages for next year’s science fair. Students, 
what will your question be? 
 
Science Fair 2017 Special Awards 
Honda Nominees- Winnie Bodin, Utah Coleman, Rylan Norviel, Drew Moore and Candin Watson 
Logan County Electric Cooperative- Johnathon Beikman, Drew Moore, Sadie Staats and Lauren Wingfield 
Logan County Soil and Water Conservation District- Junah Tingley, Cara France, Hailey Kennedy, and Kelley 
Forsythe 
Mary Rutan Foundation- Kierstyn Johnston, Sidney Sallee and Powel Willoby 
Pheasants Forever- Shelby Watkins 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
Mrs. Hilbun and Mrs. Thompson's second grade classes worked to collect food after being taught about Martin 
Luther King Jr. They learned that even though they are small, they can make a difference and change the 
world. The kids decided to donate the food that they brought to school to the weekend backpack program. 
This is a program where students in need take home a backpack that includes food items for the weekend. 

 



 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Students showing 100 toes and 100 fingers during our recent Hundreds Day Celebration 

 

 

 

1st graders 
stacking 100 cups 

 

  

  

                     Valentine’s Day Party fun in 4th grade 

 

100 year old 2nd grade students  

 



 
  
 
This newsletter we are highlighting Mr. Bruce Smith, one of our 4th grade teachers 
who has been teaching at Benjamin Logan Local Schools for 31 years. Mr. Smith 
graduated from Naperville Community High School in 1970, Heidelberg College in 
1974, and subsequently completed additional coursework at Cleveland State, Kent 
State, OSU, Miami, and Wright State. He is married to his wife Nancy for 27 years 
and has a brother and sister-in-law in Traverse City, Michigan. Mr. Smith has many 
hobbies. He enjoys all sorts of music, especially pre-war blues. He’s also active in 
Colonial American numismatics. He and his wife collect Oriental rugs. He enjoys 
golfing and canoeing.  After decades of strumming the same three chords, he 
shared that he is finally making an effort to actually learn to play the guitar. Mr. 
Smith was inspired to pursue a career in education because of the outstanding 
teachers he experienced, in addition to his ability to attend excellent institutions. 
Before teaching, he first had a career in business and industry, which allowed for 
some extensive travel, but ultimately was not satisfying. He shared that working 

with kids is the best part of his job. When everything is working, when the students are excited, when they 
“get it,” that’s the best feeling. Mr. Smith hopes to be able to inspire kids to be excited about learning and to 
“fire up” their intellectual curiosity. He shared that he is still learning every day, and he wants that to become 
a part of his students’ lives as well. He hopes he has had an impact on the students that he’s taught. He’s 
proud to serve with former students on the boards of two local organizations, LoCo Art and the Mad River 
Theater Works. He expressed how gratifying it is to be remembered by his students and included in things 
such as graduations. When asked to share a funny story, Mr. Smith said that during his first year, he was 
leaving the building late one evening. As he locked the door behind him and he turned to leave, he was faced 
with the barrel of a shotgun held by the local constable.  He 
finds humor in this story now.  We appreciate all Mr. Bruce 
Smith does for our staff and students. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
     Once again, the Benjamin Logan Elementary PTC (Parents and 

Teachers for Children) has had a busy few months.  In December, 

elementary students got the chance to visit the Holiday Shop.  It 

gave them an opportunity to shop for gifts for family and friends.   A 

second Art Jams session was held in January.  Adults and students 

both had a great time creating their polar bear masterpieces!  Also 

in January, the 

Alice in 

Wonderland 

Unbirthday Party was held.  The girls had lots of fun 

dressing up and participating in various activities.  Kiss 

the Pig was a big hit in February.  Students voted with 

coins to decide which teacher or staff member would 

have to kiss a pig.  Proceeds from the event will support 

literacy at the elementary school.  

 

     In March, the PTC will have the Family Superhero 

Event.  Students will have the chance to play games and 

meet their favorite superheroes.  The PTC will help fund 

the upcoming 3rd grade zoo trip, host the COSI on 

Wheels visit, and support the visiting author 

program scheduled for the spring.   We would 

like to thank the families at Benjamin Logan 

Elementary for all of their support with past 

and future PTC activities.  

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
March 2 Parent Teacher Conferences, 4:00 PM-6:00 PM; Art & Tech Show 9:00 AM 

- 7:00 PM; STEAM event 6:00-7:00 PM 
March 3 Parent Teacher Conferences, Art & Tech Show 9:00 AM-12:00 NOON - No 

school for students 
March 17 PTC meeting; 8:30 AM in the elementary commons 
March 18 PTC Parent and Child Superhero Event; 2:00-3:30 

preschool and 5:00-6:30 grades K-4 
March 23 2nd Grade Music Program, 7:00 PM 
March 24  2nd Grade Music Program, 8:45 AM 
March 24   End of 3rd Nine Weeks 
March 30  Spring School Pictures  
March 31   Grade Cards sent home 
  
April 4 & 5  4th grade Reading AIR Test 
April 6 & 7  3rd grade Reading AIR Test 
April 7   Logan County Art and Music Festival, Benjamin Logan 4:00 PM 
April 11-12 COSI on Wheels visit, grades K-4, “Astounding Astronomy” 
April 13-18  Spring Break 
April 20, 21 & 24  Screening for 2017-2018 Kindergarten 
April 21 PTC meeting; 8:30 AM in the elementary commons 
April 22  PTC Grandparent Minute-to-Win It 
April 25  Kindergarten Music Program at 6:30 PM 
April 26 Kindergarten Music Program at 8:45 AM 
April 25 & 26 3rd grade Math AIR Test 
April 27 & 28 4th grade Math AIR Test 
April 27 Interim Reports sent home 
 
May 2 & 3 4th grade Social Studies AIR Test 
May 11   4th grade STROLL Open House 6:00 PM-7:00 PM 
May 15  2 Hr. delay for Professional Development 
May 18  Author-Illustrator Visit, Scott Magoon 
May 19  PTC meeting; 8:30 AM in the elementary commons 
May 22  Relay for Life, High School Stadium 
May 25   Fourth Grade Recognition, 9:00 AM 
May 26   Grade Cards sent home 
May 26   Students’ Last Day, 2 Hour Early Release 

 


